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Greetings …

By Bill Kurer, V.A.L.U.E. Chairperson

Greetings to all our valuable V.A.L.U.E. in Local Government members; I’d like to thank you for entrusting me with this awesome responsibility to serve you as the new V.A.L.U.E. Chairperson.  My ability to serve in this role is only possible because of the commitment to excellence all of our members have to their profession and the very active role the V.A.L.U.E. Planning Committee plays in making things happen throughout the V.A.L.U.E. organization.  I’m both honored and humbled to be a part of this very worthy organization that works so diligently to further the cooperative purchasing effort to save money in purchases and to help simplify individual agency procurement efforts.

On behalf of the V.A.L.U.E. membership, I’d also like to express our group’s thanks and appreciation to Robert Barwick of West Allis who has served V.A.L.U.E. over the past three years as Chairperson.  His leadership and professionalism are characteristics of a true leader and we should all applaud his service over the years as chairperson and an active member of V.A.L.U.E.  Through his efforts of defining roles in the organization, it became possible for more members to get actively involved in helping to manage the affairs in V.A.L.U.E. and ultimately making it a better organization for us all.  Thanks to Robert for setting our organization up for the future!

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the V.A.L.U.E. Planning Committee and the various lead agencies for their dedication and service to V.A.L.U.E. throughout the years as well.  The planning committee consists of about 15 members who all take a part of the leadership responsibilities of V.A.L.U.E. and keeps our organization alive and well.  From handling V.A.L.U.E. bids, maintaining the membership files, website, publishing this newsletter and annual directory to planning and hosting the annual meetings and training seminars, this group does a lot to support V.A.L.U.E. and it is very much appreciated.  Thank you once again for your service and dedication to V.A.L.U.E.; it’s your work and effort that puts the value in V.A.L.U.E.

On this note, I’m also taking this opportunity to invite all V.A.L.U.E. members to join in our monthly planning committee meetings.  Our meetings are held every third Wednesday of the month, normally from 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM and rotate around throughout individual agencies throughout the Milwaukee metropolitan area.  By participating in the planning committee, you too would have a chance to share your knowledge and expertise of the procurement profession with the group and maybe even find a way to fill your desire to help make a difference in your profession to others who would appreciate the help.  To learn more, please contact me at 262-335-4847 or simply attend the next meeting to be held on April 18, 2007 at the City of West Allis.

In closing, I’d again like to thank you for your vote of confidence and send a special thank you to Robert and the planning committee for all their work and support over the years and in the years to come.  I look forward to working with everyone in my new role.

Sincerely,

Bill Kurer, V.A.L.U.E. Chairperson &

Washington County Purchasing Agent

1st Quarter VALUE /WAPP Meeting

March 21-22 held at

Radisson Hotel in Wauwatosa

The 1st Quarter V.A.L.U.E. / WAPP Meeting was once again a huge success. The agenda and attendance was very good. Participants heard updates on cost reducing V.A.L.U.E. Bids and how your agency can take advantage of these bids, discussion on what agencies are doing to dispose of their surplus equipment and who they are using, legal issues concerning public construction contracts, energy, ethics, and a JP Morgan – Chase Representative spoke about the V.A.L.U.E. P - Card Contract and the benefits of implementing a P-Card Program.

Also, representatives from DOA Bureau of Procurement presented State contract updates on the following items:

MRO Contracts which included:
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Electrical Supplies, HVAC Supplies, Industrial Supplies, Plumbing Supplies, Janitorial Supplies, Cleaning Supplies and Equipment, Automated External Defibrillators, Traffic Safety Cones, Drums, and Posts and Prescription Safety Glass.

To learn more about these contracts go to: http://vendornet.state.wi.us
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VA.L.U.E. Saves You More

Money Again
For those of you who didn’t attend the annual meeting last month, you missed some great news.

Waukesha County recently negotiated an extension for V.A.L.U.E. through 12/31/09.  In conjunction with this extension, Corporate Express has agreed to the following effective 4/15/07.

1. The discount of United End Column will be increased from 7.5% to 14% - almost double!!!

2. Core Item pricing will be reduced to ensure the pricing on the core contracts are below the United End Column price.

3. Both the discount off end-pricing and the core item pricing will remain firm for the balance of the contract, however, each agency still retains the option to modify their core items every six (6) months. 

4. When the V.A.L.U.E. group attains an annual cumulative volume of $5,000,000 or more, the rebate will be increased to 2.5% (from 2%) for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009 (this increases Waukesha County’s rebate by about $1000).

Corporate Express also agreed to discuss with account representatives the need to be more pro-active in spend management. This includes reviewing and updating core item lists; recommending more cost-effective substitutions that aren’t recommended through the switch and save feature; i.e. certain units of measure are less expensive such as buying by the each versus the carton and vice versa; introducing new less costly products, etc.

So take advantage of this opportunity by making an appointment with your representative to see how you can save your agency more money.

If you don’t currently contract with Corporate Express, it’s never too late to climb on board the savings train.  All you need to do is be a member of V.A.L.U.E.  

Cindy Greco

Waukesha County

COPY PAPER BID

Steve Stonecipher from Lindenmeyr Paper has notified me that they will increase the costs on paper they were awarded through the V.A.L.U.E. Paper Bid 5% effective May 4, 2007.

If you have any questions please contact me.

 

Jean Kienzle

Supervisor of Purchasing

School District of  Elmbrook

262-781-3030 ext 1141
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FREE Webinar from Periscope: NIGP Code - Demonstrating Agency Value

Periscope Holdings, Inc., an NIGP partner and custodian of its NIGP Code software, is offering free, regularly scheduled informational Webinars about the NIGP Code. 

Every Wednesday, 10AM (CST)

Created specifically for public sector procurement, the NIGP Code is a standardized commodity-based system used by over 1,400 public entities including state agencies, cities, counties, universities and school districts, utility districts, and airports. 

Is your agency initiating or upgrading its vendor registration, purchase classification, inventory, or spend analysis practices? Register today for this free Webinar and discover how the NIGP Code can add value to your agency and demonstrate that value to the government body it supports. (Periscope can also custom schedule Webinars if this timeframe does not work for you).

Webinar participants receive a temporary ID and password to the NIGP Living Code website to evaluate the Code firsthand. And remember, NIGP member agencies receive a 10 percent discount on the Code. Call 800-757-6064 or e-mail info@nigp.com to register for our next Webinar. 

For more information about the Code, visit www.nigp.com.
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Title:
Procurement Cards Level II: Best Business Practices and Beyond An Intermediate Discussion of P-Cards (this Webinar was rescheduled from a previous date) 

Date:
Thursday, April 26 

Time:
12 PM CT

Presenter: 
Lynn Larson, NAPCP

Deadline:
April 18, 2007

Upon completion, each participant in the webinar should be able to:

> 
Apply best business practices to a developing or existing procurement card program, 

> 
Manage risk with applicable controls, 

> 
Develop an effective training program, and 

> 
Establish procedures for basic reporting and monitoring.

What's Coming Up In May?

Title:
Preparing for the CPPO Oral – What to expect 

Date
Thursday, May 17 

Time:
12 PM CT

Presenter:  William E Hertwig Jr., CPPO, CPPB, C.P.M., A.P.P

Deadline:
May 9, 2007

Upon completion, each participant in the webinar should be able to:

> 
Recognize why there is a CPPO oral test component as part of the exam process.

> 
Recognize what is expected of a candidate in the CPPO oral examination.

> 
List the various ways of preparing for the CPPO oral examination; and 

> 
Define the contractual relationship between the UPPCC and NIGP.

How do I register for a Webinar?

Contact Vera Butts at vbutts@cr-sdc.org to see if other agencies are interested in the same webinar.  If a group can meet at a central location, V.A.L.U.E will only have to reimburse one group.  If no other agency is interested in attending, print out the registration form, fill it out and fax before the deadline.  NIGP’s fee is $100 for NIGP members or $125 for non-members.  V.A.L.U.E. will reimburse $75 or $100 of this fee.  Each additional person that attends the webinar will pay NIGP either $25 if they are a NIGP member or $35 for non-members.  Again, V.A.L.U.E. will reimburse $10 for non-members.  After being reimbursed from V.A.L.U.E. the final cost for anyone to attend a webinar is $25.  Your agency will have to pay NIGP their fees.  Once this is done, submit an invoice to JoAnne Jacobson at Port Washington Schools to receive your reimbursement.

Did You Miss a Webinar?

Browse the Webinar A/V Online Bookshelf!

Access NIGP's online store to browse and purchase A/V Webinar recordings to watch previously recorded Webinars right from your computer. These recordings, delivered via email link, allow you to replay the session as many times as you wish. The cost is $50.00 per recording (member and non-member fee).

Shop and purchase these recordings in 4 simple steps!

1.
Access www.nigp.org and click on Online Store on the upper right-hand side. 

2.
In the product type category, select Webinar Recordings – click on Search. 

3.
Login to the system with your username and PIN. 

4.
Select the Webinar recordings from the list you wish to purchase.  

New Webinar recordings are continually being added, so check back often. And don't forget to visit our Webinar page for a schedule of upcoming live Webinars to join.  (Note: Purchasing and viewing a Webinar recording does not earn certification credits or CEUs)
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WEB SITE OF THE MONTH

This month's Web Site of Interest is from the UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-ROLLA.

This Web site offers an area titled "The Purchasing Professional's Web Assistant." Here they've compiled lists of resources helpful to purchasing/supply management professionals. Here's just a sample of the available resources:

· Auctions 

· Business News 

· Electronic Shopping Agents 

· Government Information 

· Higher Education News/Information 

· Legal 

· Product/Company Source Locators 

· Standards/Codes 

To access this Web site, go to: http://campus.umr.edu/procurement/prchprof.htm
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Monthly Planning Meeting

Wednesday, April 18, 2007

8:30 AM – 10:30 AM, West Allis City Hall

Hosted by Robert Barwick

7525 W. Greenfield Ave

West Allis, WI 53214

Room # 128

414-302-8300

Agenda

I. Annual Meeting Feedback

II. New Business

A. Committee Assignment Review

B. Vice Chairperson

C. 2008 Annual Meeting

1. Host

2. Topics (7-8 time slots to fill)

3. NIGP Forum Attendees

III. Bid Reports
IV. Unfinished Business

V. Adjournment

Future Meetings

Date



Host



Date



Host
May 16, 2007 
City of Wauwatosa
September 19, 2007 
Open

June 20, 2007
Waukesha County
October 17, 2007 
Open

July 18, 2007
Milwaukee County
December 12, 2007
Open

August 15, 2007
Open
















